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1.0 OVERVIEW 

 
This handbook covers the following parts of the National Building 
Code: 
 

1. Part II – Siting and Space About Buildings 
2. Part III - Parking Spaces 
3. Part VII - Space Within Buildings 

 
2.0 PART II - SITING AND SPACE ABOUT BUILDINGS 
 
This part comprises of paragraphs 7 to 34 of the Code.  
 
The provisions outlined in this part deals with compliance to basic 
physical planning requirements dealing with hygiene, sanitation, 
dignity, amenity and general appearance of neighborhoods 
 

2.1 Key Points: - 
 
Among the requirements are: - 
 

a. Not building on dumping sites or sites prone to hazardous 
substances, strong winds, seismic action or floods. These are non-
permitted sites 
 

b. The site should have a definite access, be serviceable, and buildings 
are to have frontages meeting the standards set in the BC while their 
enclosures should be as specified in the BC including instances of 
electric fences and razor wire. In specific instances, service lanes may 
be required. For buildings going beyond 6 floors, secondary access is 
required.  
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c. Sizes of front, back and side open spaces as well as courtyards for 

buildings.  
 

d. For raised spaces, protection edges are required and their 
specifications are embodied in the BC.  
 

e. Eaves and balconies or other projections over roads are limited to the 
depths specified in the BC while canopies are not to have doors 
accessing them. 
 

f. Stipulations as to the external walls, openings and minimum kitchen 
sizes for multiple tenancy houses. 
 

g. Combustible materials to be properly enclosed and so should timber 
yards. Temporary buildings and hoarding of construction sites to be 
as specified. 
 

h. New buildings should not obstruct views on roads or adjacent 
buildings. They should not also reduce light and ventilation of other 
buildings 

 
3.0 PART III - PARKING SPACES 

 
This part is covered in Paragraphs 35 to 46 of the Code.  
 
The main object of the requirements is to ensure adequacy of 
provision for various types of building occupancy. There are provision 
regarding safety of the vehicles and other users of the spaces where 
parking is provided 
 
Requirements are stipulated for commercial and other public 
buildings and should take into account types of vehicles, garage 
access ramps, barrier control types, column guards and signage.  
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3.1 Key Points  
 
The main provisions with respect to parking spaces include: -  
 

a. Minimum parking space provision for public and private parking 
spaces as per Table 2 in First Schedule. In addition, the car parking 
spaces for housing, shopping are provided for in Paragraph 46 which 
also details provisions for lorries and buses as cross-referenced with 
Table 3 and Figure 5. 
 

b. Minimum garage dimensions as per Figure 2 
 

c. Turning radii as per Figure 3. 
 

d. Pedestrian guarding including the design thereof. 
 

e. Vehicle barrier 
 

f. Vehicle and pedestrian ramps whether done jointly or separately. 
Standards of gradients and widths are stipulated. 
 
The other stipulations include: - 
 

a. Allowing for charging of electric vehicles (New in BC 2024). 
 

b. The gradients of vehicle ramps, driveways, pedestrian ramps, access 
ramps whether straight or curved. 
 
Provisions of parking slots for housing, shopping and large lorries and 
buses where required 
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4.0 PART VII - SPACE WITHIN BUILDINGS 
 
This is covered in Paragraphs 87 to 96 of the Code.  
 
For purposes of understanding this part rooms are classified into 
habitable, multi-purpose and other rooms. The objective of this part 
is to guide designers and owners as to the minimum space 
requirements for various kind of space uses 
 
4.1 Key Points 
 
Provisions include: - 

a. Room must be fit for purpose. 
b. Minimum area of a habitable room and how to calculate space 

requirements based on number of persons using such a room as per. 
c. How the plan dimensions are construed. 
d. Reference is given to minimum height requirements for rooms and 

how such dimensions are to be measured. 
e. Storey heights are also defined and how they are to be measured 
f. Minimum dimensions of landing, staircase width, and maximum 

distance to stairs 
 
Swimming pool installations should be as per KS 2793.  
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