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1.0 OVERVIEW
This handbook covers the following parts of the Code: -

Part [-Preliminaries
Part XXV-Miscellaneous

2.0 PART | - PRELIMINARIES

Citation and Commencement
The Code may be cited as the National Building Code, 2024, and shall come into
operation one year after publication, 1st March 2024.

Interpretation
This Part has highlighted and explained what certain terms of the Code mean, to
provide clarity and ensure the Code is understood and adhered to correctly.

Under the interpretation, there are 503 definitions of terms under paragraph 2.
For instance:

“Act” means the National Construction Authority Act, 2011;
“Construction works” has the meaning assigned to it in section 2 of the Act;
“Contractor” has the meaning assigned to it under in section 2 of the Act;

Purpose of Code.
The purpose of this Code is to promote order and safety in construction works and
the health and safety of persons in or about construction works.

Scope of Code.
This Code is aimed to provide;
e Standards for the design, construction, operation, inspection, and
maintenance of a building;
e Standards for design, building materials, products, elements, systems, and
building services;
Standards for infrastructure services;
Standards for the operations and works at a construction site;
Standards for disaster management at a construction site; and
Standards for the safety and security of the users and occupants of a building.

It shall not apply to the construction and maintenance of a single-storey residential
building which is occupied by the owner and is constructed of locally available mate-
rials whose design is influenced by the culture and traditions of the area where the
building is sited.

Compliance with applicable laws.
A person who engages in construction works, or a person who owns or occupies a



building shall comply with this Code.

A person who intends to undertake any construction works shall be required to
obtain the following;
e adevelopment permission in accordance with the Physical and Land Use
Planning Act, 2019;
e an environmental impact assessment licence issued in accordance with the
Environmental Management and Coordination Act, 1999;
e acompliance certificate issued in accordance with the Act; and
e any other applicable approval

Supervision of construction works.
The preparation of the design and supervision of the works in a building shall only
be undertaken by a professional in the respective fields of specialization.

The professional includes; a physical planner, architect, engineer, land surveyor,
building surveyor, quantity surveyor, site supervisor, and skilled worker, duly regis-
tered under the relevant law.

A “contractor” has the meaning assigned to it under in section 2 of the Act whose
obligations are highlighted under Paragraph 466 of the Code.

3.0 PART XXV - MISCELLANEOUS
This part comprises of paragraph 517 of the Code.

The National Building Code, 2024 therefore revokes the Local Government (Adoptive
By-Laws) (Building) Order, 1968.

It also highlighted tables under the first schedule and figures under the Second
Schedule which may be used as quick references for architects and engineers in
designing layouts externally and internally. They also give indications of dimensions
and strength requirements for select building elements.
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